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The Day o! the Pageant.
By Frederic J. Haskin.

The preparedness propaganda has recentlyshared with Shakespeare the
lonor of several hundred pageants.
Fouthful Cordelias and Desdamonas
lave adorned the college campus; the
ligh school rifle clubs have turned
;heir activities to killing Caesars and
dacbeths; and throughout the country
he history of the Indians and flrst
American settlers has for the time bengbeen forgotten in the enthusiasm
>f the early Italian and Anglo-Saxon
Iram a. In almost every large educaionalcenter the windows of the local
ihotographers are at present attractnggreat crowds of young Americans
vho proudly gaze upon themselves as
he pageant portrayers of Shakespeare.
It is not often that two such neceslaryexcuses as preparedness and the

ercentenary of the bard demand the
>roduction of pageants, and the Amercanpublic, in whom the dramatic initinctis well developed, is taking advantageof them. This is the day of
;he historical pageant if there ever was
>ne. When the mere sight of the
American flag on a motion picture
jcreen can bring the audience to its
set in patriotic enthusiasm, it is nat-
jrai tnat people would rather see the
ending of the Pilgrims and Penn's
rreaty with the Indians depicted by
:heir sons and daughters than the latestBroadway problem comedy.

*
* *

The modern pageant, which has been
:alled the hybrid product of theprocessionand
rypes of Pageants the play> was.
... , , in its ancientAncient and Modern.f0rm> the

'oundation of all drama. The Greeks
tnd Romans chose the backgrounds for
heir open-air performances, or pageants,with careful regard for the
>icturesqueness of the scenery and none
vhatever for the convenience of the
ludience. One time the site selected
aced a wide river. It is not recorded
vhether- the audience sat in boats or

vhether, in fact, it was witnessed at
ill, but-it shows that the Romans at
east did hot believe in sacrificing art
n deference to the audience.
Throughout the middle ages the

>ageant was a popular form of enterainmentin England, witnessed by all
he royal personages, and was eclipsed
>nly with great difficulty by the theiterdrama, which made its appearincein the time of Shakespeare. Withnthe past ten years pageants have
igain become the rage in England, very
nearly turning the tables on the theLter.In this country the modern pareanthad its. besrinnintr as «arlv »*
888 in Marietta, Ohio, where a hisoricalseries of episodes was given to
:ommemorate the one hundredth anniversaryof the town. The founding of
Marietta, the first pioneer settlements
ind the treaties of peace with the Inlianswere ail depicted by the grandchildrenand grea-grandchildren ofthe pioneers, many of whom wore the
ictual clothing and ornaments of their
ancestors, carefully preserved as pre:iousheirlooms.
The Marietta production was consideredso important that representativesrrom several states attended and carriedthe news back home. From thatime on, .the pageant has become anestablished institution in America, consistingof three forms: The parade>ageant. made up of floats, companies)f costumed marchers and horsemen;>utdoor performances, given on selectidsites, usually pertaining to history>r some long succession of events, and>utdoor entertainments in which ajeries of related scenes are presented
o depict a specific theme, such as a>eople's fight for liberty, the progress>f science or the growth of education,ind so forth. !

While the province of the pageant is
.0 entertain, its purpose is to educate.

By no other means,
Purpose Is except perhaps the

ta + motion picture, mayto Isaucate. history be so indeli)lyimpressed upon the mind, and here
he pageant is superior to the motion
iicture in that it renroduces color.
Sach act is planned with a close obervanceto color and detail, since it
las been proved by bitter experience
hat the audience is sometimes only
oo well educated Qn. such features,
rhe choice of neatly "shaved side
vhiskers for the role of an Apache in
>ne pageant created a great deal of un
rnely amusement in the audience durngone exceptionally pathetic scene,

ind the use of a German emblem in a
spanish scene another time nearly
caused a riot among some Spanish stuientswitnessing the production.
In order that absolute accuracy may

)e insured the participants are requiredto do quantities of research
ivork in looking up the customs and
clothing of the different characters, all
pf which is quite as educative to the
ictor as to his audience. So great has
:>een the rise of the pageant in the last
'ew years that a new profession has
>een called into being.that of the
pageant director. When a community
decides to give an elaborate pageant
these days, it turns the author's manuscriptover to a paid director, who
stages the production as carefully as
does the average manager on a legitimatecircuit. in view of the eccenricitlesof amateur talent, the director'sJob is not always enviable. A
professional actress watching a directorbattling with a chorus of local
debutantes for over an hour, turned
to one of the performers and exclaimed.
'Oh, the martyrdom of directing amaeurs!""Yes," agreed the young pertarmer."vou he can't «w»nr at i»«

he way they do "at yeu profeasionals7"
*

*

^ie ideal site for the outdoor stage is
it the foot of a hillside, which forms

an attractive backFootof Hillside sTOUn,i »nd a soundTi| « lngr board by which
the Ideal Site. ttn voices are thrown

brward. A splendid example of this
s the grove of the Bohemian Club in
California, where the stage is thus situitedand framed by the trunks of
arge redwood trees. A small imper'eptibletrail leads up the steep activity,by which the performers make
heir entrance, concealed until the last,
noment by the dense growth of shrubs
md trees. At the front of this large
latural amphitheater is a pit. In which
he orchestra, numbering over fifty
)ieces, plays through the program. The

>ageants of the Bohemian Club take
dace at night and the stage is lllumilatedwith electric apparatus conitructedfor the purpose.
In Lexington, where a pageant was

fiven commemorating the one hunIredthanniversary of peace between
he British and the Minute Men, the
lite chosen was one of beautiful natua.1nrenerv. and the artificial prenara-
ions took months to build. This pag

antwas also given at night, and at
he front of a smooth lawn stage 800
eet deep by nearly twice the slxe In
width was a trench containing a steam
urtaln apparatus. A curtain of steam
ose after the conclusion of each act,
ind, on this searchlights played, creatnga 111m of Iridescent mist. The first
ime It rose a company of symbolic
lancers was disclosed; then came the
ndlans paddling their canoes on a lake,
vhlch was part of the stage; next came
he eettlers. occupied with spinning
sheets, axes and guns; followed the
lymbollc founding of Lexington In the
s'ew England wilderness, the ride of
Paul Revere and the Battle of the MlniteMen. After this the Ooddess of
Peace gave a picturesque dance and
:he Red Coat and the Minute Man stood
jntted under an oltve branch.

*

...
*

V* tba M. Louis pageant of 1118 the

&

spotlight played a large part In the
Sects obtained In

Spotlight Flays the ">* nmphiTm___e-_etheater erected on
Important Fart. th, B]op«s ot Art

hill. This pageant and masque was

given as an experiment In municipal
drama and proved a great success In
democratising the various social strata
of St. Lou Ia which. In attempting to
play together, found that they could
do better work together for the greatestcivic glory of their city. Hero the
southwestern European showed his
worth, and now St. Lonis does not
listen to any disparaging comparisons
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[batWMS the Immigrant* from the
north and thoae from the south of
Europe. The Italian histrionic ability
Is asserted to be every bit as crest as
the Celtic, and their enthusiastic appreciationof the acting of Thomas Jeffersonand other signers of the Declarationof Independence convinced the
actors, at least, of their superior judgmentand Intelligence. As a democraticInfluence, great things are hoped
of the community pageant.
The most ambitious and daring

prophecy of the ultimate Held of the
pageant la that which sees In it a
substitute for war. Well known authoritieson pageants point out that
only by satisfying the dramatic lnetlnctof the people, by allowing them
all to take part In a national theatrical
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demonstration whoso theatrical values
are comparable with those of war, will
they be content with peace. The color
of the martial uniforms, the glory of
the medals, the honor for bravery and
self-sacrifice.all those things are to
be annually experienced by the populacewho. In a tremendous pageant, will
gratify their dramatic Instinct and the
desire for the theatrical illusions of
war.
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Special Corraapoadence of The Star.
FALLS CHURCH, V*.. Juno 15..

Dr. S. S. Luttrell was elected mayor
of Falls Church Tuesday, receiving
sixty-eigrht votes to sixty-six cast for
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Charles H. Green Deceives Mark of
Honor for Aid Rendered at Pair.
NEW TORK, June 15..Charle, H.

Green, who wu chief of the department
of manufactures at the Panama-Pacific
exposition in San Francisco, and who is
now in New York, has been notified by
the State Department at Washington
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Society to Give Garden Party. '

The Oaumont Branch of tha Sunahlna
and Community Society will hold a gardenparty at tha home of Mlaa Dorothy
Clarkson. 1407 Bmeraon otraat north
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